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SURELY POPULAR 
November 17 


Turnbull, Agnes Sligh Houghton, Mifflin 
THE GOLDEN JOURNEY $3.50 747 


First rate story telling, with that sympathetic quality of understanding 
people and caring for her characters that transfers its contagion to the reader. 
This time there might have been a real problem, for James Kirkland was no black and 
white character. A state boss, he concealed his manipulations behind a front of 
social impeccability and devotion to his only daughter, tragically crippled by an 
automobile accident, while at the same time condoning in himself and his underlings 
crooked dealings, dirty politics at local and state level, and a willingness to use 
methods that antagonize right thinking citizens. Into this situation came Paul Dev- 
ereux, promising young lawyer with budding political aspirations. And to him Kirk- 
land made an almost incredible proposition - unreserved backing in his political 
future, in return for marrying Anne, his daughter, and giving her the one chance for 
recovery that the European doctor held out. How these two situations developed- and 
what happened to both Devereux and Anne in the process makes holding- though not 
@ always convincing- reading. Some of the minor characters are delightful, particularly 
Gran, the wise and witty grandmother who helped all of them over some bad:bumps. And 
some are stock and rather shadowy figures, politicians, gangsters and business asso- 
ciates. The social background is drawn in overlush terms, but this has its value with 
certain readers - and provides one of the hurdles Paul is forced to take. While one 
might wish for a bit more inner conflict, one can appreciate the sense of growth in 
the man as circumstances have their impact and bring him to face realities and take a 
stand. This is one of those comfortable novels that can be honestly recommended, as 
has been fairly consistently the case with each of her books. (IC: 55-10023) 


a 


Limited Choice 





After a promising launching of the season, comes a slump. There's one eminently read- 
able piece of biographical fiction in THE CORSAIR by Madeleine F. Kent (Doubleday). 
And Ray Bradbury. with THE OCTOBER COUNTRY (Ballantine) hits far above the average of 
sctence fiction in the quality of his writing. Otherwise- a mediocre lot. See belo. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
October 17 














Harvey, Frank Ballantine 
$2.75 
JET paper $.35 


Seven short stories have been pre-tested and proved popular in the S.F.P., 
deal with the vigilance and the steady courage of the men who fly- and the women who 
wait for them (or sometimes don't) on the ground. There's the pursuit of a Runaway 
Bomber, @ missing B-52 carrying a hydrogen bomb; the volunteers of a suicide mission- 
and among them the bitter son of a wealthy industrialist who attempts a take-off to 
Russia; a young man who- after his last flight- realizes he's in a "special league” 
and no longer wants out; The Frightened Pilot who while still scared controls his 
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panic to save five others stranded in the arctic; Hunter, whose wife has bailed out, re- 
turns from a dangerous flight to find her waiting for him, etc. etc... Cleancut, these 
deal with heroism in human terms- pay tribute where it is due. Men- and their boys- = 


should like them. (LC: 55-11964) 


October 26 


Putnam 
THE SORROWS OF TRAVEL $3.50 


A first novel which takes one back nostalgically to the mood and tempo of 
Hemingway's The Sun Also Rises- but somehow it all seems very remote, unreal, night- 
marishe Is it possible this life of withdrawn young expatriates on the Left Bank in 
Paris still goes on? The story revolves around Paul, a composer, who never finishes what 
he has begun; Chuck, a classmate of his boyhood, who had lost a leg in an automobile crash- 
and needed to escape into a world in which he felt two-legged again; Hank, who lived in 
the same garret and tried to write novels; Eunice, who drank too much and tried to enter 
the lives of the other three; Livia, who concealed the fact that’ she had money, who tried 
to help the others without their knowing it, and with whom all the men, including George, 
who lived at a hotel] near by, were more or less in love. And into this tight little cir- 
cle comes Albert, who made his own fantasy world by trying to destroy the world of others 
who could not accept him. Albert claimed intimacy with Paul, in whose company he had been 
in the war - and put perverted interpretations on Paul's relations with Chuck, and Livia’s 
relations with all of them. Tragedy was inevitable- and their tight little world fell 
A first novel, certainly derivative, but sensitively written. (1c% 55-10090) 


Breon, John 


apart. 
October? 


Lindemann, Kelvin 
THE RED UMBRELLAS $3.50 L— 

Translated from the Danish, these Gothic tales in the original had a succes 
d'estime. The device is a familiar one. Three ‘people come together to celebrate the 
birthday of the youngest, a middle aged professor, Charles Iselin; the other two are eld- 
erly ladies, The Marchioness Hermione Schnell, who at 80, is still lively, audacious, and 
in having this party in the midst of cholera struck Copenhagen, defies tradition; and 
Madame van Hoogland, who is held to her ladyship by some mysterious threat. As the eve- 
ning progresses they exchange tales, increasingly morbid, and oddly fascinating. One is 
the story of Charlotte Corday- and her ultimate triumph in revenge. One of the satanic 
Marques of Zarpada. But the most important of the stories revolves around Alex von Fersen, 
reputed lover of Marie Antoinette, and his closing years. It is on this story that the 
title is based. The stories told, with their unexplained implications, the trio goes on to 
the amusement park, Tivoli, and there the Marchioness is, they think, stricken. (That it 
turns out to be something quite different supplies part of the irony of the finale.) On 
what is presumably her death bed, her ladyship exchanges confessions with Madame Conradine 
van der Hoogland - and their youthful past catches up with them. The book has its morbid 
fascination, but somehow the stories don't quite measure up to the inevitable comparison, 
Seven Gothic Tales. They lack the finish, the perfection. But- in the midst of most wri- 
ting today- they have their own distinction. For a definitely intellectual market. 


(LC: 5511352) 


McConnaughey, Susan ‘Appleton-Century-Crofts 
HERE IN THIS ISLAND $3.75 


Appleton-Century-Crofts @ 


A trip to Tahiti is a point of resolution in many lives- aboard the Rangiroa 
and later ashore: for Heien McIlwaine, recently rejected and divorced by her husband ee 
Colin and unwilling to love a second time; for David Gardiner who is blind; for the 
Sunderlands- Harry who is indulgent- and physically dependent on the vain Caroline; 
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for the Brauns, Gregor, a pretentious, captious writer, and Mary- his wife; and for 
lovely Julia Tarkington- drinking to escape the memory of a husband and child lost 
many years ago. Fate is a convenient catalyst for Gregor- he dies-- the others have 
to work it out for themselves. Helen and David find that their love for each other 
overrides their previous injuries- hers emotional, his physical; Julia takes her 
life; and Caroline walks out on Harry.... A domestic detergent- for a conditioned 
feminine audience to rent. (LC: 55-11351) 


October ?? 


Clagett, John Crown 
CAPTAIN WHITECAP $3.00 


A swaggering story of the high seas and some of the low characters who sailed 
them in 1798 traces the adventures of stalwart Captain Jason Baylor who reluctantly 
accepts Kate DeCourcey as a passenger, attempts to bring her from the Caribbean to 
New York. Baylor's ship, The Wild Goose is led quite a chase before it is sunk by 
picaroons; Jason and Kate are captured by the brutal Captain Canning, and while Kate 
remains in Canning's hands, Jason becomes the prisoner of Harbonnet and forced into 
slave labor. His escape facilitated by Harbonnet's wife, the lovely Livia, Jason re- 
turns to New York- determined to rescue Kate with a new ship. Livia is taken aboard 
and widens his knowledge of women; she too becomes Canning's captive, and although 
Jason is able to rescue Kate, he is unable to save Livia who dies in the skirmish 
which takes Canning's life... Awash in swash- and only the more intrepid reader will 
not buckle under, this is at best rentable, more obviously Reprintable. (LC: 55-10166) 


McCague, James Crown 
THE BIG IVY $3.50 


Patently a first, presumably autobiographical novel of working on the rail- 
road tapes the livelong (long, anyway) days of Jem Gandee who goes to work on the Ivy 
Line, a road which runs through the Indiana Valley. From the roundhouse to firing 
and up- Jem becomes a crack engineer- is successful with women too, the patient Bess 
and the less faithful Clara. Jem is joined on the Ivy by Lee Wire, a kid from his 
home town, who falls in love with Bess and offers her a steadier future. There's a 
wreck- and Jem, for the first time afraid, thinks of quitting- but goes on to prove 
his worth when he takes a fast mail extra through for a record run- finds Bess still 
waiting for him.... Boomers and hoggers in their native habitat- from the cathouse 
to the beanery to the boxcar- but they wont have much of a passenger load. (LC:55-10176) 


November 5 





Kent, Madeleine Fabiola Doubleday 
THE CORSAIR $3.95 








* This novel is so authentic in feel that almost one finishes it with the 
conviction that so the true story of Jean Lafitte must have been. Miss Kent has 
quite evidently put years of research into this story, and wherever possible has in- 
corporated actual documents and letters into her text. Always a controversial and 
glamorous figure, Lafitte emerges here as a thoroughly sympathetic character, a man 

of his times, forced by circumstances into the roles he played, as corsair (he re- 
sented always the term "pirate" and held fast to the fact that his ships were properly 
supplied with official papers); as gentleman; as patriot- devoted to the cause of 
France until he felt that a lost cause in the new country of his adoption, and then . 
devoted to the freedom of the young United States; and as idealist, hoping to establish 
the right of every man to a common share of earned wealth. That his "communes” - in 
the Mississippi delta area, and off the coast of disputed Texas, at Galveston - came 
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into conflict with the selfish interests of the few, sometimes forced him to the verge 
of punishable acts - but Miss Kent sees his position as justified. His story, from its 


stormy youth to his disillusioned advancing years, makes superb adventure. While a e 
little slow in getting under way, once launched the pace quickens. (LC: 55-9758) 


November 16 


Little, Brown 


Pierce, Glenn 
THE TYRANT OF BAGDAD $3.95 
The adventurings of Eric, Count of the Norman Shore under Charles the Great, 
begin when he kills his wife through the treachery of her lover, Liutprand, and he is 
sent as ambassador to the court of Harun al-Rashid. At Constantinople he learns that 
Liutprand has preceded him and assumed the ambassadorship; bent on murder, he attacks 
his enemy and is forced to flee the Byzantine court; traveling by caravan he is captured 
by the Arab raider, el-Zeyd, wins his friendship and teaches him military strategy. 
Finally reaching Bagdad, he must again face Liutprand's claims, try to prove the truth 
of his, and counter Liutprand's false dealings with his own honesty towards the calif. 
Caught in his friendship with the prime minister and his love for the slave Ayesha, the 
long awaited credentials from Charles stolen, Eric's course is flight again - to el-Zeyd 
for his help in fighting against Byzantium, now attacking the Moslems, and, with the 
Arabs joining the battle at the point of defeat, Harun's victory is assured, Eric has 
his revenge on Liutprand - and his two wishes are granted by the triumphant monarch. 
The East of Scheherezade's many colored tales, this pictures a convincing world of the 
800's in all its fabled magnificence and squalor, its loyalties and betrayals, its beauty 
and brutality, and its action is swift for all its lore. Readable and rentable. (LC:55-10769) 


November 21 * 


Little, Brown- AMP 
BOY WHO MADE GOOD $5.95 


Deasy, Mary 


There's the lilt of the Irish in the mood and tempo of this tempestuous novel 
built around a disintegrating political campaign. The locale- west of the Alleghenies, 
in the general vicinity of the Mason and Dixon line, the people, second and third genera- 
tion Irish, Democrats, Catholics, and in the main out for self interest. Betsy Donlon 
tells the story, from the railroad accident that precipitated her into the center of 
interest as a small group of men are negotiating the particulars which will put Ivor 
Kelly, one time wonder boy, into the running for governor. Kelly could at one time have 
had anything he wanted; he came out of the war with all sorts of medals; he had immense 
personal charm; and he had won the daughter of one of the big Hollywood magnates as wife. 
After her death in a motor accident, drink had brought him almost to oblivion. But his 
new backers saw him as a possibility to beat the colorless other candidate. Betsy, 18 
and homeward bound to help pick up the pieces of her politician father, Pat's, financial 
debacle, finds herself drawn to Kelly and willing to play along under the wing of his 
publicity manager, Kirby, old time friend of her father's and aspiring to her favors. 

And then the troubles begin. One is caught up into the whirling merry-go-round of the 

campaign; one suffers- with Betsy- as Kelly breaks his pledge and takes to the bottle; 

one sees the writing on the wall when a chance gesture of kindliness involves Kelly in 

a groundless rape charge- a charge nonetheless used by the opponents with deadly effect; 

and one sees the ramparts fall as his backers desert him. The finale is a bit melo- 

dramatic- and seems to afford too easy a solution to what might have been simply a 

dead-end. Mary Deasy speaks for her people; but somehow the level of her books rarely 

reaches the first- The House of Spring But in a year when political novels are in the - 
running, this has an even chance. (LC: 55-11225) 
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October 20 

























Simenon, Georges Doubleday 
¢ INSPECTOR MAIGRET AND THE DEAD GIRL $2.75 


Maigret undergoes many disappointments in his attempts to learn the truth 
about the death of a young girl - her identity, her background, the reasons for her 
murder - but the picture builds up bit by bit until all details are filled in. A 
lead from one source reveals another and Maigret's intuition and absorption in the 
case complete the process from skeleton to flesh. Monotone mosaic. (IC: 55-10518) 


October 24 4) 


Bradbury, Ray Ballantine 
THE OCTOBER COUNTRY $3.50 


* «e004 casts a somber spell, death is a familiar figure, and fancied fears 
assume a devastating reality. This for Mr. Harris, who broods about his bones while 
his flesh wastes away; for a young mother destroyed by The Little Assassin she has 
delivered; for a young woman in Mexico, whose visit to a catacomb of the unburied dead 
vitiates her in the knowledge that she will be The Next In Line. There's the amor- 
phous horror in The Jar;The Dwarf wao hopes to find the contradiction of his deformity 
in the distortion of a mirror; the weird, winged assemblage of Homecoming, etce etc... 
The chilling imaginative virtuosity, the malignant momentum of terror, the occasional 
tenderness give these short stories a real superiority. 


October 27 


@ Stout, Rex Viking 
BEFORE MIDNIGHT $3.50 


Nero Wolfe again and his faithful Archie are confronted with a ticklish 
job in solving the problem of the disappearance of a wallet which contained the ans- © 
wers to a nationwide contest, now reduced to the final contestants. That the man who 
was carrying the wallet had been murdered was not Wolfe's concern: Just how he faces 
failure - and brings off success with a flourish leaves the reader still questioning. 
Slick - and not quite fair. (LC: 55-9642) 







October ?? 






Crown 
ONE TEAR FOR MY GRAVE $2.50 


Roscoe, Mike 









Johnny April once again holding the right cards in the wrong deai which takes 
the lives of the future son-in-law of a socially prominent (Kansas City) heiress- and 
three bookies. Johnny beats it out the hard way- the women come more easily- leaves 
retribution in the hands of the killer. Spillane-type speedball. (LC: 55-10418) 











November 2 













Harper 


Jay, Charlotte 
THE YELLOW TURBAN $2.75 





* William Brooke is sent to Pakistan by-presumably- an archaeological concern- 
to search for his former friend, Roy Finlay, an erratic, magnetic figure- now known 

to be somewhere in hiding. An intermediary contact does not materialize- and when he 

does- is murdered; Brooke is pursued by a bearer in a saffron turban, attacked by 

fever, and finally makes his way to the mountains to interrupt the security Roy has 
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found in seclusion, interpret the true meaning of his mission... Not the shattering sus- 
pense of Beat Not The Bones or The Fugitive Eye, but the dusty, shoddy montage- from Karachi 


to the hills- is effectively oppressive. (LC: 55-10710) ee 
November 3? }~] 


Doubleday 


Lowe, Kenneth 
NO TEARS FOR SHIRLEY MINTON $2.75 


Bob Simpson finds out how wicked and mean a small town can be when it turns on 
him after the killing of Shirley Minton, with whom he had been infatuated, ruins his new 
law business and, labeling him a murderer, demands his departure. Fighting back, Bob un- 
covers Shirley's blackmailing, the scandals behind it, unleashes another killing and is 
cleared. Midwestern misbehavings sturdily scored. (LC: 55-10513) 


November 4 


Abelard-Schuman 


Evans, Dean 
NO SLIGHTEST WHISPER $2.75 

Arnold Weir, a private peeper, is hired by a retired racketeer- Brandes- to 
locate an ex-con, Berneth, and put an end to a blackmail threat. Emeralds, politics, a 
frame- as well as murder- expedient and gratuitous- all muddy the traces here. Reno, a 
big wheel- and high stakes- but who wants to play? (LC: 55-11293) 


November 10 


Chaber, M. E. Rinehart * 


THE SPLINTERED MAN $2.75 


* Insurance investigator Milo March unwillingly returned to the Army heads into 
Fest Berlin to bring back the head of the counter-espionage police of West Germany, re- 
cently vanished with his doctor. March manhandles protocol, plays the game as a Russian 
MDV, is arrested and subjected to a schizophrenia-inducing drug, grabs his prize and es- 
capes - still bad-tempered. Agile, ambitious - and amusing. (LC: 55-10879) 


November 17 


Knight, Kathleen Moore Doubleday 
THEY'RE GOING TO KILL ME _ $2.75 


Since she deserted the Vineyard and her homespun detective, I've found Kathleen 
Knight a bit hard to take. Here again she goes in for unprofessional sleuthing, as Beacon 
Hill aristocracy tries to find a lost man, unravel a slight case of murder, and prevent a 
gang bent on homicide from achieving their goal. It all turns out to be a post-war re- 
venge situation, but proves to be more suspense than mystery, and a bit too busy for 


my money. (IC: 55-11345) 


November 22 


Goodchild, George Macmillan 
& Roberts, C. E. THE JURY DISAGREE $2.75 


A trick performance argues the evidence of a murder case as each of the jury of 
ten men and two women worry the facts from their respective trades: a watchmaker follows 
the time; a publican, the motive, etc., etc. With the clincher that Tanner killed his 
wife not proven, he is freed, but a twister leaves it up to the Dressmaker to put on the 


finishing touches. English - exhaustive and exemplary. 
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A DARK HORSE 


November 22 


Howarth, David Macmillan 
WE DIE ALONE $3.95 


An extraordinary account of physical duress and endurance relies on the bare, 
bleak chronology of a period of a little more than two months- when Jan Baalsrud, a 
young Norwegian saboteur, survived the sinking of a fishing boat which had been ma- 
chine-gunned by the Germans, landed on an island in northern Norway where the Germans 
were still on the alert. (The other eleven members of the expedition were to be 
caught- tortured and killed.) Determined to reach the Swedish border, some 80 miles 
away, hidden and helped by a few of the islanders, equipped with skis and food, Jan 
set out to climb the Lyngen Alps where he was caught by an avalanche, and snowblind 
and frostbitten, was rescued by Marius who took him to an isolated hut. There gang- 
rene set in- Jan was to amputate his own toes- and Marius, now knowing that he could 
not reach safety on his own, hoisted him- helped by others- up 3000 feet of ice and 
snow, left him on a plateau until they could return later. Jan was to spend 27 days 
in a sleeping bag- first in a snow grave- later against a sea wall; he was given up 
for dead- but he did not die; and finally he was taken across the frontier- to a 
hospital in Sweden... An amazing story of human salvage and survival and eventually 
escape, there is something too of the solitude and hopelessness and pain endured in 
these remote northern wastelands. It has been tapped by the Book of the Month Club 
which will accelerate and assure an audience. 


Books Worth Rooting For- tn Substantial Number 


Several good biographies: :THE GRAND MADEMOISELLE by Francis Steegmuller (Farrar, Straus); 
DYLAN THOMAS IN AMERICA edited by John Malcolm 3rinnin; THE LIFE OF RUDYARD KIPLING by 

C. E. Carrington (Doubleday); three segments of history, ancient and modern. Allan 
Temko's NOTRE DAME OF PARIS (Viking), Walter Lord's A NIGHT TO REMEMBER (Holt); 
Frischauer and Jackson's "THE NAVY'S HERE!" (Macmillan); a fascinating recreation in 
Herbert Kuhn's ON THE TRACK OF PREHISTORIC MAN (Random House); and a memorable volume 

of poetry, A LETTER FROM LI PO by Conrad Aiken (Oxford). See pages following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
October 10 


Ray, Prof. Gordon N. McGraw-Hill 
THACKERAY: The Uses of Adversity $7 .00 


The editor of the monumental collection of Thackeray's Letters and Private 

Papers,which stirred the literary world in 1939,seems his ideal biographer - and up 
to a point he has fulfilled one's hopes. That he lacks the divine spark which is 
necessary if a scholarly work does not become ponderous is our loss. For here is the 
substance of a great biography; this is the first volume, and goes as far as the suc- 
cess of Vanity Fair. Biographies of Thackeray have had a difficult time:- first there 
was his own prohibition,overridden. by his daughter only when misinterpretations were 
rife; then there was a raft of material for some 45 years, most popular of which was 
the very unfavorable account by Michael Sadleir. The appearance of the Letters 
brought forth from Sadleir an apology. The present biography supplies Thackeray's 
background, his education, his travels; his abortive attempts at journalism, as re- 
viewer, art critic, cartoonist, until he landed an important connection with Punch; 
his happy but tragically brief marriage; his making of a home for two small daughters 
in London. The life and writings are skillfully interrelated, and there is much 
that is important and valuable to students of the man and his times. But the style 
makes for difficult reading. 
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October 17 


Fein, Nat Messner . 
NAT FEIN'S ANIMALS $3.50 


Feature photographer for the New York Herald Tribune, Nat Fein has a Pulitzer 
Prize to his credit, but his collection of animal pictures here, along with a text as 
told to Ferdi Backer & Ruth Biemiller, is not up to the standard we might expect. Mostly, 
the pictures are of human interest animal scenes taken at the zoos or around New York. 
Each is accompanied by a personalized narrative that injects about as much sentiment as 
possible into expression, circumstances, etc. For example, there is a baby elephant 
turned away from the crowd because there are too many people watching it, three kittens 
who are going to be well taken care of, etc. This is the general tone. Pictorial quality 
is disappointing too. In a word most of them look like the put-up jobs some admittedly 
are, and the humor drops heavily and slowly- like honey. One or two stand out- a close-up 
of a tern, circus elephants asleep- but it's mostly maudlin. (LC:55-9853) 


October 21 


David McKay 


Dunn, Joan 
RETREAT FROM LEARNING $3.50 


A high school teacher turns in her report card on the New York City school 
system based on her own experiences, points up the lacunae and limitations not only 
in the students- but also in the practices of the Board of Education and their treat- 
ment of the teachers (like an “indentured servant"). More disheartening than damming, 
the classroom conversations taped here show- unfortunately- how education can be reduced 
to the level of the students, how Classic Comics have replaced the originals, how the * 


marking system has lowered the teacher's status- and authority, how the school cannot 
provide what the home has failed to give. Miss Dunn believes that discipline is de 
rigueur (and that the good teacher has it- it is not a talent to be acquired); that the 
more progressive, permissive methods lead only to endless digressions and diversions; 
levels her final charge against parents and educators alike- in the failure to develop 

a moral sense,... Not as aggressive, or as alarmed, an attack as many- Miss Dunn registers 
her quiet protest for those concerned. Popularly speaking, books like The Blackboard 
Jungle do more to arouse an audience reaction. 


October 24 


Farrar, Straus 


Steegmuller, Francis 
THE GRAND MADEMOISELLE $3.75 


* Quite a touching biography is this, our only full length one of Anne Marie 
Louise d'Orleans, whose position at the court of Louis XIV had its historical ironies. 
It also gains stature from Mr. fteegmuller's skill as a writer and as a devoted student 
of France. Born the daughter of Gaston d'Orleans, younger brother to Louis XIII, 
Mademoiselle was destined to be a figure of importance at a time when names,politics and 
marriage meant everything. Despite the dire frustrations which were to come, Mademoiselle, 
as she was officially known, had a happy childhood and, in sum, a rich life. She was a 
remarkably straightforward person and held, by a sincere sense of family obligation rather 
than any wish for power, to the selfish political scrambling around her. Kept in read- 
iness for the politically right husband until she was forty, Mademoiselle finally met and 
fell in love with Lauzun, a captain in the King's dragoons, and was almost-but not quite- 
allowed to marry him. "Why did you give me time to change my mind?" wept Louis XIV when 
he summoned her to say that marrying Lauzun would seem to give an underling an uncalled ss 
for advantage. Blow followed blow thereafter. Lauzun was imprisoned but he was set free 
changed for the worse and no longer the person to whom Mademoiselle could turn for under- 
standing. Much of Mr. Steegmuller's account is taken from Mademoiselle's richly rewarding 
diary which she kept from the time she was twenty-five, and his work is another valuable 


revelation of the period. (10:55-L1441) 
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October 24 


e ; Laszlo, Andreas Hanover House 
DOCTORS, DRUMS AND DANCES $4.50 


Dr. Laszlo's personal account of a recent and extensive trip through Angola 
provides another exhaustive and exhausting look inside the strange land of Africa. 
With his main purpose to visit several hospitals at missionary outposts in the Portu- 
guese colony, Laszlo's eyes were closed neither to the variety of striking new sur- 
roundings nor to the customs of its peoples which he made every attempt to observe. 
Though the opportunities for studying native customs often had to be willfully created 
by himself, the author went right ahead and managed to witness even the most secret 
of puberty rites in two tribes. These customs and others he describes with the 
westerner's amazement but in a frame of reference which would increase our under- 
standing of primitive ways that have their own logic and their own fascinating com- 
plications. This attempt to understand carries over to his descriptions of the sick- 
nesses and hospital work too. Where the diseases- leprosy, sleeping sickness, food 
deficiencies and more- present almost unsurmountable problems, so does the native 
character itself cry for an insight without which the white man can only hope to cut 
a rocky road to anything resembling real progress. A holding account. Illustrated 
with photographs. (LC: 55-10511) 


Sanderson, Ivan Hanover House 
LIVING MAMMALS OF THE WORLD $9.95 


With the two fine Bourliere books on the market (The Natural History of Mammals 

and Mammals of the World, the latter largely photographic - both published by Knopf), 
° it is hard for anyone outside the field of zoology to differentiate the Sanderson 

book and its market, from the others. Sanderson's name in the popular field provides 
an entering wedge. The list of contributing photographers includes some of the best 
names in the field. The classifications, intended to direct the book towards a lay 
market, follow the position on the "family tree" as done in the American Museum of 
Natural History. Extinct forms are excluded - 19 main orders and 59 subdivisions 
are recognized. And the book constitutes a comprehensive index of living mammals, 
with descriptive text adequate for identification, and some 330 illustrations, 190 
in full color. (LC: 55-10515) 


Shulman, Max- Ed. Hanover House 
MAX SHULMAN'S GUIDED TOUR OF CAMPUS HUMOR $2.95 


A magnum of youthful spirits is drawn from some 65 college humor magazines- 
over an almost equal number of years- and is a generous gathering (close to 600 pages) 
of stories, satire, verse, sports, jokes, history rewritten and languages lacerated. 
Mr. Shulman, no slouch himself (he is also well represented here), tags college humor 
with three common characteristics,- an irreverence toward authority, a love for the 
outlandish, and a preoccupation with sex. The collection is genuinely fresh, funny 
and only occasionally rowdy. A closing section- "The Old Grad" includes some pieces 
by Thurber, Waugh, Stephen Leacock, and H. Allen Smith... A wide audience could be 
tapped- practically nobody has been graduated out of this class. (LC: 55-10517) 





















October 25 










Frischauer, Willi & Jackson, Robert in | Macmillan 
"THE NAVY'S-uERBI" \he CX Muar, $3.75 

ny f AROALA 
* With Defeat at Sea by C. D. Bekker, currently reviewed, high lighting the 
German naval battles of the World War II, the Altmark affair has again come to light. 
Where Defeat at Sea is disappointingly dull reading, this is an exciting and dramatic 
account of a gripping sea adventure, a documentary history of the secret supply ship 
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of the pocket Nazi raider, the Graf Spee. Captain Dan of the Altmark was instructed to 

stand by at intervals, not only to deliver supplies of fuel, provisions and ammunition, 

but to take off prisoners after the sea battles. All nine of these memorable battles are 
challengingly presented; 300 prisoners had been transferred to the Altmark before the > 
Graf Spee met her end in Montevideo. The Altmark tried to weave a safe course back to 

Hamburg. She almost made it but was caught in Norwegian waters, where the British cruiser 


won the issue against presumed Norwegian neutrality, and boarding the Altmark shouted down 


the hold, "The Navy's here!" The experience for the prisoners had been a bitter one. Condi- 
tions were almost unbearable, for the hold was not equipped and the discipline was harsh. 
The story is holding, from first to last. The authors, journalists both, secured much of 


their material from first hand interviews, which lends an immediacy to the telling. 
Illustrated with photographs. 


October 25 


Philosophical Library 


Abell, Arthur M. 
TALKS WITH GREAT COMPOSERS $2.75 
One looks for two things in a book of this kind:- the inspirational quality 
which sharing another's record of contact with the great composers might give, and a 
certain kind of curiosity about the men as people. Half of this book is devoted toa 
series of conversations with Brahms and Joachim - and it is in these chapters that one 
touches something of the inspirational quality as Brahms analyzes his sense of spiritual 
inspiration, discusses psychic experiences and his belief in immorality. It was his re- 


quest that these records be withheld for 50 years- by which time he felt his place would 
be assured, that accounts for the delay in publishing this material. The balance of the 
talks were of briefer duration and less significance, though the glimpses into the think- 


ing and the opinions of men like Richard Strauss, Puccini, Humperdinck, Bruch and Grieg 
are not to be minimized. The market for this is highly specialized. Young people might 


feel that the whole concept seems somehow dated. 


October 26 


Beacon 


Marcuse, Herbert 
EROS AND CIVILIZATION $3.95 

The assumption that political disturbance in our time has become vastly similar 
to disturbance within the individual psyche - this assumption somehow leads to a prolonged 
analysis of Freud's instinct theories, especially the conflict between life and death 
forces and their corresponding conflict in society- and this analysis of Freudian dogma 
in turn ends in discovering Hope for Modern Man and also no hope for Freudian revisionists. 
The sequence gets a bit out of hand. If the dialectics are subtle and meticulous, they 
also become overdetermined. Freud's contentions that adult personality is only a poor 
bargain struck by "the reality principle" between the individual's unreasoning desires and 
the demands of society- such a contention, however valuable, can never be taken as final 
authority on the fate of man. Finding a "way out" of the Freudian Scylla and Charybdis 
through some loophole in the libidinal economy is perhaps interesting but neither vital nor 
redemptive. Moreover, dismissing the contributions of the Washington School, as well as 
Jung, Reich, and Fromm, seems too harsh a judgment on the strength of a passage or two. 
The familiar remark about lifting from context is here true as ever. The author, astonish- 
ingly enough, is not a psychologist but a professor of political science at Brandeis Uni- 
versity. For confused intellectuals, questing after solutions to social ills, a message s 


in code. 
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October 26 


& Gibson, W. Bolte & Messner-Gilbert 
Beck, Henry C. CLERICAL ERRORS $1.95 


A collaboration between Father Beck and his cartoonist friend, Gibson, pro- 
duced three previous, privately printed, books of churchly mishaps. This collects 
from those three for a wider distribution. In it are dreamed-of ministerial lapses, 
situations easily possible but also ridiculous, those that are impossible but with 
their own elements of humor, ranging from choir boys to deadly dowagers, ushers to 
exaggerated gentlemen in robes, parochial competitiveness, collections and critical 
parishioners... This has its fun in amateur and unsophisticated fashion, and might 
appeal to a non-metropolitan market. (LC: 55-10558) 


October 27 


Temko, Allan Viking 
NOTRE-DAME OF PARIS $6.50 


* Sub-titled The Biography of a Cathedral, this spans two centuries of Media- 
eval France, which saw the Gothic established in all of Europe, and the great Cathe- 
dral of Paris was the inspiration, embodiment of an age. This story of its building 
is the story of many facets of the Middle Ages,- historic, biographical, social, 
artistic. It is the story of the bishops who dedicated their lives to its creation; 
of the builders and the people who gave of themselves; of the daring experiments in 
engineering which introduced a new conception; of the growing identification with the 
cult of Mary, its symbolism, its power, its direction. Paris changes as we read, for 

& the author, now living in France, has delved into the shadowy records of early Paris, 
the origins in the first places of worship in the Ile de France, the pagan gods of 
the conquered Gauls, the Roman gods, the slow acceptance of primitive Christianity, 
under Denis. Dim evidence exists, indicating the pattern of earlier churches, basil- 
icas, a Cathedral, finally the first Notre Dame. From 1120 - about the date when 
Maurice of Sully was born, the facts begin to establish themselves, the chronology, 
the details were recorded, And to the lowly born Maurice, ultimately to become 
Bishop of Paris, goes sure credit for building Notre Dame. That parts were unfinished, 
other parts rebuilt, additions made, accounts for the time span, but the cathedral in 
its essence was ninety years in the building. And its final glory was achieved when 
the sainted Louis was king. The pageantry of Paris was background; the Middle Ages 
come to life in these pages. While much of it will be too detailed, too technical 
for the average reader, its fascination, its imaginative sweep carries one along. 
Helen Waddell's Peter Abelard, the two fine biographies of Eleanor of Aquitaine- these 
may provide clues to the market for this. And looking back - the closest parallels 
lie in Henry Adams' Mont-Saint-Michel and Chartres. This new book is an exciting 
reading experience. Fifty five photographs and 10 line drawings provide illustrations. 


(LC: 55-8643) 






















Simmons, Matty & Don rH Coward-McCann 
ON THE HOUSE $3.95 


The authors- public relations' representatives for The Diner's Club (a charge 
account network)- give this a plug, go on to pay their respects to some 400 restaur- 
ants in five cities- New York, New Orleans, Chicago, Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

A little about the history of wining and dining in these cities- then as well as now- 
precedes the individual descriptions of fine restaurants, night clubs- with informal 
notes on the general tone, decor, habituees and entertainers to be found at each.... 
One questions whether the occasional out-of-towner will need this kind of book; natives - 
who have the money- probably already know where to spend it. (LC: 55-6143) 







199) 


October 28 
Weiner, Ed Putnam 
LET'S GO TO PRESS $3.75 + 


A biography of Walter Winchell, who has been a taste- or aversion- acquired by 
some thirty millions readers and listeners, traces his career from vaudeville hoofer to 
headline hustler- reports on him if not with lotions of love- at least with approval. 

(Ed Weiner is his public relations counsel.) Whether a "cockroach", a "recording angel", 

an “unnecessary evil", a "gent's room journalist"- depending on your predetermined point 

of view, Winchell is at all times a frenetic figure ("as nervous as a can of worms") and 
this record of his widening arena of activities- from show business to anti-Nazi agitation 
to politics and subversives is a lively as well as legendary one. His feuds with Ross of 
the New Yorker, with Cissie Patterson, with assorted crimesters, with Rankin, Dies, Time, 
and now the Post, his early devotion to Roosevelt- and Damon Runyon; his inside information- 
from the time when only Broadway was his beat-on the Lindbergh case- and most recently on 
the Salk vaccine; his lawsuits; his tipsters-- all this is part of an explosive career of 
news-making and breaking. There will be those to follow it. 


October 31 


Ewen, David A. Ae Wyn 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE OPERA $7.50 


A voluminous tome, most likely guaranteed to please all opera lovers, this 
compiles practically all the information there is about opera, sets it down in alphabe- 
tical form and provides convenient cross references within each reference. Categories 
of entries include operas, (together with their stories, composers, dates, performances 


etc.) composers (with biographical data), famous aria titles, opera characters and opera ee 
personalities. Appendixed to these entries are special articles on the history of opera 

and the different forms in which it has appeared. Truly an extensive, practical reference 

tool that should find its way into many opera loving homes. (1C:55-10884 ) 


- ss » > 
November XY Zier 


Velikovsky, Immanuel Doubleday 
FARTH IN UPHEAVAL $3.95 


The apologia for the previous super-controversial Worlds in Collision does away 
with all literary and mythological evidence and gets down to the bare bones and stones of 
the earth's history. The contention is boldly, inflexibly, the same; vast global catas- 
trophes, the last of which surely flooded this world a mere few thousands of years before 
the current era, did the violent work which the Agassiz-Lyell-Darwin hypotheses sought to 
account for. If the Ice Age is not an outright fraud, if uniform change is not the bliss- 


4 


ful dream of a peace-loving scientist, if evolution is not an outdated euphemism, these 
concepts are certainly at hopeless odds with the facts adduced by Velikovsky. He cites 
incredibly large graveyards where no enemy other than global flood could cause such havoc; 

sand deposits, monster boulders and resurrections of mountains which no known geological 

forces could have created; remains of an Andean city well developed culturally and of very 
recent date which was founded so high up that corn will not ripen there. The approach is 
essentially negative, punching every possible hole in the traditions of geology, paleon- 

tology, archaeology, biology, astronomy. The evidence is nevertheless torrential, em- 

bracing an immense variety of sources. The tone is often needlessly defiant and antago- 
nistic. But for the science-minded, or even actively curious reader, it is a sensation- 

monger with a potential perhaps greater than the earlier book. (LC:55-11339) » 
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* Spock, Benjamin, M.D. & Little, Brown-D.S.P. 
Lowenberg, Miriam, Ph.D. $3.75 
FEEDING YOUR BABY AND CHILD 


A happy collaboration of that indispensable dispenser with a nutritionist 
results in a child care cook book, which begins at the beginning- with the right foods 
for pregnancy and during the months of breast-feeding. There's an informal commentary 
on feeding the infant (schedules as well as formulas) and the young child; foods to 
stress as well as to avoid; special situations- travelling- or illness; and growing 
up to family meals with some guidance on table comfort and manners as well as particu- 
lar foods. Miriam Lowenberg has contributed a sizeable number of recipes along with 
menus covering a 16 week term- and you will find that the doctor considers the dentist 
as well.... A pleasant prop for the parent and the Spock name will carry a commanding 
influence. (LC: 55-10761) 


November 4 


Gibbings, Robert Dutton 
TRUMPETS FROM MONTPARNASSE $5.00 


---blow a familiar note that will be easily recognized by ‘those who have 
read Mr. Gibbings' other pleasantly ruminative books about picturesque Europe and 
about the South Seas (see Coming Down the Seine, Over the Reefs and Far Away etc.) 
Moving this time between France, Italy and his own Britain, Mr. Gibbings relishes 
each spot as he comes to live in it. There is the small Ile de Re off Angiers and 

= the quaint harbor of La Flotte where he came to try his hand at painting after he 
was unable to find an apartment in Paris. Rather arresting descriptions of the sea 
town give way to the colors of Paris and London as he moves back again. But perhaps 
the most impressive of his sojournsis at Positano near Naples. There in a house that 
was made conveniently empty for a few months, Gibbings came to know and enjoy a country- 
side in his own very comforting way. People too come into the narrative; the new 
friends Gibbings makes are ours as well. The chapters are decorated with tidy wood 
engravings by the author which, with the narrative,provide an artist's recall of 
people and places. (LC: 55-8328) 













Harcourt, Brace 


Pernoud, Regine 
THE RETRIAL OF JOAN OF ARC $4.75 ~ 











Of the many books which have been written about Joan of Arc, almost all have 
drawn on the evidence of her retrial which was opened by Charles VII twenty years after 
her death- and in which many of the original witnesses of the first trial were to re- 
appear, free from fear and no longer able to harm her. This, however, is the first 
book to appear in English which contains much of the documentation of this rehabilita- 
tion trial, introduces the figures who testified, interprets the points on which the 
prosecution was based. And so, these excerpts from the testimony of priests and 
peasants, knights, soldiers, princes provide the "direct light of living men's evi- 
dence". There are those who know her as a child, her traveling companions who took 
her to the King, the citizens- and soldiers- at the siege of Orleans; there's her 
"gentle Duke" of Alencon, her page- Mugot, and her confessor; and finally the judges 
who were to conclude the drama of the girl who was a heroine to some- a heretic to 
others... Mme. Pernoud's book is of course of greatest service to the more serious 
student; but Katharine Anne Porter's eloquent introduction pays tribute- beyond its 
scholarship- to its further qualities which match "the speed and symmetry and direc- 
tion of the life it celebrates". (LC: 55-9382) 
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November 4 


David McKay 


Millar, Ward M. 
VALLEY OF THE SHADOW $3.50 

Ward Millar was the third and last of three Air Force pilots captured during 
the Korean war to make his escape- from the Communists- and his story, which is simply 
told, is one of stubborn and single-minded determination. Parachuting down in enemy 
territory, with two broken legs, Millar was picked up by some Chinese soldiers, treated 
minimally, interrogated at length, and finally taken to a “hospital” which was no more 
than an infirmary. His first escape attempt- crawling on wooden skids- failed; his second, 
with walking sticks and padded galoshes for shoes, was more successful. He managed to 
hobble at the rate of a mile a day, lived on raw corn, was gradually weakened by dysentery 
and hunger, and fell into the hands of Kim- a friendly North Korean who was able to complete 
his escape and escort him to Seoule... A modest, matter of fact account- which has (and 
perhaps needs) no pretensions beyond the bare, spare facts of this experience. 


Johnson, Irving & Electra Norton 
$5.00 


& Edes, Lydia 
. YANKER'S PEOPLE AND PLACES 


Ever since Westward Bound in the Schconer Yankee back in 1936 set a pattern for 
the unique travel records of the Johnsons, man and wife, their journeys and the records 
have been of wide appeal to the sailing fraternity. Three of the books are still selling. 
Now comes this one, which is a potpourri of experiences based on the sixth round the world 


With 23 aboard, the Yankee voyaged for adventure, curiosity and the 


voyage, in 1953. 
The addition 


precious films that Irving Johnson uses to illustrate his popular lectures. 


of Lydia Edes' letters home provides the best-written and most colorful pages. And the =< 
science-wise- hasn't much to say, but the anecdotal recalls include harpooning a whale, 


hobnobbing with. sea lions, spearing fish, hula dancing, and meeting both primitives and 
The Solomons, Galapagos, New Guinea, Borneo, Zanzibar, Kenya figure 
A happy-go-lucky 


Its market has been established. 


tropical sophisticates. 
in an itinerary which may arouse envy among the ocean going addicts. 


tenor extends to this loosely organized record. 
November {7 


Association 


Grattan, C. Hartley 

: IN QUEST OF KNOWLEDGE $4.75 
Offering an historical perspective on adult education with the theme that it 

has been an interest of mankind from the beginning of history, Hartley Grattan follows 

a quick glimpse at the Neolithic man, the Greek and Roman aspects, the depression of the 

Dark Ages, etc. with a fuller look at the British scene and a front view of the American 

One. The British policy is important to America as it is the basis of our own and also 

shows adult education at work in an industrial society. In America, from the ideas of 

education to their expression in such movements as Chautauqua, the Lyceum, the Woman's 

Clubs, agriculture courses, university extensions, there has been much action. The author 

points to a need for an education of depth, of furthering the institutions we have. He 

makes note of the perennial problems of adult education - what it should entail, whom it 

should reach, and how and why. The gradual coordination of various groups and the views 

held today by the Ford Foundation, by the Adult Education Association which succeeded the 

AAEC in 1954, are recounted in a book dedicated to a significant aspect of our culture. 

However, there is nothing here to reach out to the general reader without a specific ” 


interest in the subject. 
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November 7 


Maltz, Maxwell, M. D. Crowell 
ADVENTURES IN STAYING YOUNG $3.50 


Maxwell Maltz is the plastic surgeon whose conversational and quite fasci- 
nating memoirs were written up in a book called Doctor Pygmalion (1953, p. 611). In 
them we followed a career that led from New York's lower east side to a plush set-up 
he achieved in a success not devoid of the human sympathy that was his from a very 
hard youth. These further sketches of incidents in his life, all of which indicate 
a physical or spiritual retention of youth (and sometimes remarkable borderline cases) 
continue to exhibit the interest in people and their ills (real or imagined ) that was 
so evident in the first book. From Dr. Maltz' youth there is a story of an Attorney 
Street playmate. She was a girl, nicknamed Wingy, because her arm had been so badly 
smashed in an accident that it could only flop like a wing. A temporary outcast be- 
cause of it, Wingy's active regard for people brought her back into the fold; in 
spite of her handicap she saved a life and was elected president of the gang. Later 
she was to have the operations which made her arm normal again. A twist of irony 
comes in another story of a Negro, a highly principled man who was in love with a 
lady who would not have him unless he had his lower lip made smaller. Dr. Maltz, 
dubious of the lady's intentions, nevertheless operated for a sum far smaller than 
he would otherwise have charged, but on the condition that the young man tell his 
lady that he paid the full price. When he did, she ousted him on the ground that 
if he had all that money he should have spent it on her. So it goes. These pieces 
read sometimes like exposition, sometimes like excellent suspense. They should 
entertain - where readers are medically minded or not - on human interest. (LC:55-11008) 


Knopf, Aaron A. Hanover House 
SECRETS OF TAKING GOOD PICTURES $2.00 


Another among the many orthodox manuals on how to do better than snapshot 
photography repeats the basic essentials in a chatty, personalized narrative. Film 
types and speeds, camera setting, light meters, filters, flash, color, camera types 
(from box to press) and subjects (from buildings to babies), proper camera care and 
means of profiting from photography- all are discussed in understandable detail that 
should make the whys and wherefores as well as the hows quite clear to any interested 
layman. The information is soft pedaled, so that it won't look as if the reader has 
too much to learn, and there are some statements that may mislead slightly, but the 
total effect of the handbook will make better picture takers of the camera public. 
Illustrated with 200 exemplary photographs. 





Seabury, David Little, Brown 
HIGH HOPES FOR LOW SPIRITS $3.95 
A prod to positive thinking comes from Dr. Seabury, who believes that nega- 
tivity results from the shutting off of the innate sense of guidance in the child. 
Stressing affirmative attitudes in a world where undue displacement is a disturbing 
element, he illustrates them with the teachings of Jesus. A clinical psychologist 
who feels that there is something wrong in our relation to the social structure of 
life but not with life itself, Dr. Seabury sets forth concepts through which we may 
become the instrument for inspiration and take our place in the universe. He refers 
to the "new" and "newer psychology” and its teachings and sets up a framework aside 
from Freud's which consists of the affirmative telearche (esse, tele, horme) and the 
negative anarche (id, ego, libido). In discussing how to transform negative to posi- 
tive, he expounds the part of the imagination, habits, memory, will. A psychological 
pep-talk with religious underpinnings and therepeutic overtones, this is a successor 
to the author's How Jesus Heals Our Minds Today. (LC: 55-1076) 















Non-fiction September 15, 1955 


November 7 


Little, Brosn- DSP « 


Von Hagen, Victor 
HIGHWAY OF THE SUN $4.00 


In 1952 Victor Von Hagen (whose other fiction and non-fiction about the Andes 
country has gained him considerable notice) organized the expedition that followed as 
much as it possibly could of the network of Inca highways leading north from Lake Titi- 
eaca. This is the account of the journey. Though we detect notes of overdramatization 
and high regard for personal accomplishment, the account is frankly and excitingly written 
and takes the armchair archeologist right into the mountains, the jungle and the desert- 
the remarkably varying terrain the Incas linked with their equally remarkable roads. Going 
under the auspices of the American Geographical Society and taking with him Sylvia, his 
wife, Dorothy Menzell and Francis Riddell who were both archeologists, and Charles Daugherty, 
a photographer from life, Von Hagen started out from the high lake in the winter of '52. 
The party passed through Chullpas and Carabaya before coming to Cuzco. From there, their way 
led toa further knowledge of the lost fortress of Vilcabamba. Ayacucho, Jauja and Huan- 
cayo, still busy market towns followed and gave way to the unliving desert and its burial 
places and finally the land of Mochica culture to the north. Interspersed with passages 
from the writings of Spanish discoverers and with good notes on the course of Inca culture, 
this is a unique foraging into the vastness of an empire. (LC:55-10763) 


W. W. Norton 


Mount, Charles Merrill 
JOHN SINGER SARGENT $7.50 


From his heritage to his legacy, this is a touching and perceptive biography of 
the American painter, by force of circumstances an expatriate, who strove so long to a- 
chieve a balance between painting what he saw and felt and satisfying the wants of his 


sitters. With his forbidding, professional exterior, Sargent remained a man of mystery 
while he was alive but much of his character is revealed here as that of an inwardly warm 
and responsive man, ever the Bostonian, yet alert to sincerity whenever he could find it. 
Born in Florence, Sargent was raised in fashionable Europe, but in a family open to scorn 
from those who knew his mother's influence as a go-getter whose tastes ran to the dazzling 
rather than the beautiful. Though Sargent came to realize this, he was never at odds with 
his family on account of it and ties remained strong through a happy childhood and youth 
that soon saw him launched into artistic studies at the school of Carolus-Duran in Paris. 
Paris was his first permanent home and the place which gave him his first recognition. At 
23 Sargent was famous. Not altogether smoothly, his paths led upward and outward, to 
England and America and to such varied acquaintances as Henry James and Robert Louis 
Stevenson, Newport society and the dancer Carmencita on whom he spent a small fortune just 
to get her to sit still for moments at a time while he painted her portraits. Perhaps at 
odds with himself, Sargent turned to murals and landscapes in later life. The inner reasons 
for this and hence for Sargent's inner being seem unanswered. Sargent was a self styled 
recorder rather than a judge, and being so, aside from his polished technique, the question 
of his position as an artist still seems vague, despite this fine portrait of him and his 
his times. Illustrated with reproductions of Sargent's works. 


McGaw, Charles J. — Rinehart | 
ACTING IS BELIEVING $3.50 


For classes of acting, the individual student, for teachers, directors and even 
beginning professional actors, this analysis of basic methods discusses methods and skills, 
with examples from different types of plays and constant use of exercises to be practised. 
First the exploration of one's self, for belief in what is to be experienced and expressed, 
for relaxation and concentration, for imagination and observation, for conviction and 
communication; next the actor and the play for knowledge of basic themes and concepts and 
procedures to encompass and live with the part and the play; then the actor and production, 
with technical stage terms, rehearsal approaches, etc. Using the Stanislavsky system as 
fundamental, this is conscientious in its suggestions for practical use to the end of 









September 15, 1955 Non-fiction -729- 
















creating believable characters and is the type of handbook that will keep the student 
on the right track for theater methods today. An appendix of plays for study, a biblio- 
& graphy and an index add to its value. 


November 7 


Morah, Dave Rinehart 
HEINRICH SCHNIBBLE $1.50 


"And Even More Tales Mein Grossfader Told" should immediately classify this, 
which continues its polyglot course here with a confused Schnibble confusing and con- 
founding the Air Force, Internal Revenue, the police and the post office, etc., while 
tales of Wilhelm Tell, Max Beth, Der Smallisch Barefooter and others take a turn at 
being mangled. It's more of the same for those with a double-jointed tongue. Author's 
illustrations. (LC: 55-9768) 

November 10 ! | 

Whalen, Grover Putnam 

MR. NEW YORK $5.00 


The title for Grover Whalen's autobiography calls its author by his rightful 
name, for during the years as official host for the biggest city in the land Whalen 
has indeed become Mr. New York. The account is untouched by sophistication. However 
it is touched by the vigour and enthusiasm of a man who has loved every minute of his 
busy, glamorous life.: A generation removed from his family's homeland- Galway, Ire- 
land- Whalen grew up on the Lower East Side though not in the school of too hard knocks. 
He inherited a sunny, humorous disposition which stood him in good stead through his 
years at the New York Law School and his first job at Wanamakers where he was to be- 
come general manager. In the mean time Whalen entered politics by becoming Mayor | 
Hylan's secretary; then under Jimmy Walker he held the job of Police Commissioner du- 
ring the early years of the depression. Entering then on his job as official host, 
Whalen became even more closely connected with famous people and events. Interest 
led him to a behind the scenes position in early aviation; he planned the New York 
World's Fair, making a trip to Europe to persuade the Italians to participate and he 
urged Howard Hughes to connect his round the world test flight to the project too. 
Through all the headline making happenings are the headline making personalities too- 
the King and Queen of England, Fiorello La Guardia, the Eisenhowers, MacArthur, Lind. 
berghand Winston Churchill. These reminiscences of Manhattan's ambassador of good will, 
who believes his city is the best place on earth, should spread their good will too. 
(LC: 55-10103) 

























Random House 
ON THE TRACK OF PREHISTORIC MAN $3.95 





Kuhn, Herbert 










* The caves of Spain and France and the prehistoric paintings they harbor are 
the exciting setting for a personal narrative that is also a journey into the ice age. 
Herbert Kuhn is professor of protohistory at the University of Mainz in Germany and an 
authority in his field. He also has a penchant for the most vivid things about man, 
prehistoric and present day, writing interestingly and conversationally about a dozen 
caves he visited. Stories of the journeys to Lascaux, Altamira, Les Trois Freres, etc. 
tell the history of their recent discoveries and are enlivened by his talks with the 
people who live nearby, some of whom, like the Abbe Breuil, have made extensive stu- 
dies themselves. As Professor Kuhn visits the caves himself, he also relates the 
mystical quality of their extreme age and the exquisiteness of the cave paintings as 
their lines, their animation and their symbolism become clues to the life of man 
emerging as human 20,000 years ago. Different from Maringer and Bandi's Art in the 

Ice Age (Praeger, 1953) this covers a wider audience, but each would be an admirable 
supplement to the other. This one is illustrated with 36 photographs plus drawings 

and diagrams. (LC: 55-10634) 
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Schenk, Gustav Rinehart «4 co 
THE BOOK OF POISONS $4200 | > 


Mix a dip of curare with a leaf of coca and top it off with a shot E 605, the 
fashionable poison of 1954. Pour over this the fascination for poisons- their sociology 
and chemistry- and you have Mr. Schenk's very useful, serious and well informed book of 
poisons, old and new. Dividing his material into chapters on different types of poisons, 
he discusses in turn immediate vegetable poisons, deadly plants of the world, animal poi- 
sons, the narcotics (in several chapters on opium, coca, hashish and the sensual derange- 
ment ) alcohol, tobacco, caffeine, the poisons of industrial civilization, poisons as weap- 
ons of war and poisons of the future. From the reasons for using them to the effects of 
their use; from the age old impact of a deadly dart to new highs in the techniques of de- 
struction- here is a thorough toxin-anti-toxin education. What you never knew about poi- 
sons before will be clear to you now and may even make you walk a little more gingerly 
through life. Translated from the German by Michael Bullock. Indexed. (LC:55-11017) 


November 14 


Griffith, Corinne Farrar, Straus 
EGGS I HAVE KNOWN $3.50 


Which comes first- the people or the food? It's a toss up what the main sales 
angle will be, for here is a cook book seasoned with names of the great, the near great 
and the would-be-great of Hollywood- and other celebrities accessible to those whose names 
are top billing on the screen. Celebrities aside- this is a gourmet's collection of recipes 
gathered from all over. Definitely not for the inexperienced bride on a small budget, for 
this is a luxury cookbook, with accent on the off-beat dishes. I found a lot. of good ideas, 
many variants on familiar dishes, and some taste bud titavating recipes that I plan to try 
for myself. The title is misleading:- eggs there are, but there's the whole gamut of foods 
from soups to "tradition brews". Indexed. (LC:55-10781) 


Matz, Mary Jane Farrar, Straus 
OPERA STARS IN THE SUN $3.95 


Metropolitan artists (this is strictly a family affair) out from under the 
stage lights and as people under the sunlight are sure to draw a goodly crowd of afi- 
cionados. Sponsored by the Met Opera Guild, this pleasant book (gathered from interviews, 
some having appeared in Opera News) introduces us to the current roster of opera stars 
as people enjoying their homes or avocations, offering cooking suggestions or recalling 
their native cities. We meet Jarmila Novotna as the Baroness Daubek, visit Lisa Della 
Casa's castle; we find that Jerome Hines is a chemist, Nell Rankin a collector of African 
marble, Renata Tebaldi a woman of fashion, Ralph Herbert a mountaineer, Jan Peerce a re- 
ligious family man. There are anecdotes by two gentlemen with awesome lists of roles to 
their names - Cehanovsky and de Paolis, and comments from chorus and orchestra. With each 
artist's interview there is a short set of statistics: place of birth, early training, 
Operatic debut, early experience (meaning pre-Met), Metropolitan roles and date of debuts. 
(Is it cantankerous to take exception to the "early experience" and wish it had been "other" 
when it applies to such notables as Marian Anderson? And birth dates are still an interest- 
ing item tactfully absent.) A good gift item for the opera lover. (LC :55-10782) 


Reynolds, James Farrar, Straus 
pre=pub e $10. 00 


GHOSTS IN AMERICAN HOUSES post-pub. $12.50 @ 


A rich bouquet of true American ghost stories to mull over on a winter evening 
is provided with obvious enjoyment by a generous host whose tales and drawings are well 
known. Mr. Reynolds wafts us easily from Louisiana bayou to Carson City cat house, from 
long past to short or present, as he introduces us to frenzied ghosts, gentle ghosts, 
ghosts saintly and sinful, bawdy and sedate. It is a varied troop:- the sweet lost fiancee 
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of the white lilacs; the jewel thief who used her midget stature to carry loot home 
in her doll; the tragic pieta madonna of the Ozarks; the skating sisters of Central 
Park; the murderous plantation mistress; the woman who survived numerous murder at- 
tempts; Mad Anthony Wayne; Flora Sommerton of Nob Hill; Trouble Maker, a great horse 
who frisks at the jump he missed; and many others. The weaver spins with grace, at 
times more fully, at times less so. ‘The price almost necessarily places it in the 
gift book category, where it certainly belongs with 22 stories; 18 full page black 
and white paintings, and 4 full color reproductions. (LC:55-10783) 


November 14 


Leithauser, Joachim G. Knopf 
WORLDS BEYOND THE HORIZON $6.75 


Subtitled "The Story of the Great Age of Discovery from Columbus to the 
Present" this is sure fire for the market stimulated by Arciniegas' Amerigo and the 
New World. And with Harold Lamb's New Found World (coming Oct. 20-see P. 627) the 
Fall promises to help widen horizons of readers. This is a popular, very entertaining 
book, exciting and dramatic accounts of the adventurous, intrepid men who- from the 
6th century BC braved the distant horizons. A Carthaginian fleet explores the African 
coast; the Greeks, from Alexander on, found their way to Asia and Africa; the Romans 
Opened up new routes and Marco Polo became a byword. In the history of exploration 
since Columbus names known to every schoolchild take on new color:- Magellan, da Gama, 
Vespucci, Cook, the conquistadores, the French explorers, the English- Drake, Raleigh 
and lesser lights; new discoveries of rubber and platinum- and a new surge of interest 
in South America; Humboldt - and his contribution; Africa opening its secrets, as Mungo 
Park, Stanley and Livingston wrote their names on history's pages. Ultimately Asia 
had to be re-discovered, her wealth, culture and resources tapped. Russia expanded her 
boundaries into Siberia. The North Pole challenged next- then the Antarctic. Speculations 
on space-exploration brings the accent to today and tomorrow. A panoramic view of world 
geography - interesting, informative, now brutal, now humane. Religion, politics, 
superstition, social history played their parts. A book for all ages; armchair explorers 
please note. 11 maps; 1 chart; 56 half tones. Bibliography. Index. (1C:55-9283) 





Reynolds, James Putnam 
SOVEREIGN BRITAIN $7.50 


Pageant of Italy, James Reynolds' Ireland, Baroque Splendour- these are 
titles that indicate the style and the market of this most recent historical and 
artistic survey of the lands that are strictly British and which seeks to characterize 
Britain as an accumulation of the past. District by district, Reynolds' discursive 
essays roam England, Wales, Scotland.and North Ireland. Approach, legend and archi- 
tecture have deepest meanings for Reynolds as he writes. His passages are marked by 
riotous or muted colors of season or setting as he comes and draws the reader with him 
to Cornwall or Sussex or Antrim, as he describes the houses of shy villages and the 
aggressive castles of the men who formed the land or as he basks again in the Arthurian 
legend or the deeds of Boadicea. Craft and personality and nature as it moulded these 
are the bed rock here from which Sovereign Britain springs full blown. (1€:55-10102) 


Rinehart 
THREE LOVES OF DOSTOEVSKY $4.00 


From letters, diaries, and other sources culled in three years of research, 
Mare Slonim brings to us an account of Dostoevsky's three great loves, which extends 
to give varied insights into the living man and artist and becomes almost a complete 
biography. For the author turns back to Dostoevsky's childhood, introducing the house- 
hold with the sick mother and the volatile father, whose murder in degradation was 
seemingly the basis for Karamazov Pere forty years later. There is the mock execution 
as a Petrashevist, cancelled by years in Siberia, where Dostoevsky changed his views 
of the common man and came to Christ. After enduring grim imprisonment he entered the 
army at Semipalantisk. Here he met Wrangel, life-long friend, and Maria, then married 





Slonim, Marc 
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but soon widowed. This is a complex book. Marc Slonim's approach to Dostoevsky's relation- 
ships with the three women who were most important as lovers in his life is that of psychol- 
ogical speculation and probing. He proceeds in this manner to view interaction with the un- 
suitable Maria, his first wife, whom he nursed tenderly as she lay dying while he awaited o~ 
word from Apollinairia, the dominating "she-nihilist" for whom there could be no submission. 

At last, after a short episode, there is the true wife, Anna, who stepped from the role of 
stenographer to helpmeet and enabled Dostoevsky to live like a burgher - and continue to write 
like a Dostoevsky. Her willingness, his ability to trust in her completely so that even pa- 
thological aspects of sexuality became acceptable, freed him from the need to gamble. Inter- 
mingled with the story of three loves are the other aspects of Dostoevsky's life - his working 
methods, drives, ideas, epilepsy, family situations, literary position. But this is a view 

of the interior man made with a strong searchlight. (LC:55-10526) 


November 15 


Brinnin, John Malcolm Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
DYLAN THOMAS IN AMERICA: An Intimate Journal $4.00 


* A singular and generously personal memoir, in which a feeling for tact and 
truth is sensitively balanced, by the man who, as head of the YM-YWHA Poetry Center in 
New York, brought Dylan Thomas to America. From the day when John Malcolm Brinnin met 
Dylan at Idlewild in 1950, he found himself intricately involved with the poet he had 
sponsored as lecturer- he was at St. Vincent's in 1953 in the long deathwatch. The years 
between were full of contacts, of securing engagements and helping Dylan through them, 
entertaining and nursing and pub-crawling with him, witnessing his self-torture and self- 
destruction. The author extends his conscientious scrutiny as a reporter- onlooker as well 
as participant; he writes of Thomas' relationships with women; of Caitlin and Laugharne; of 
the terror that he felt drove Dylan- the feeling that he must move on but lacked the re- 
sources to do so; of the nature of the writing itself, its organic origin. Told with such 
measure Of detail that requires a real involvement on the part of the reader, this is a eS 
perceptive and probing and revealing portrait of a man and poet reeling the dark skein of 
his destiny, witnessed- helplessly- by those who loved him. Exceptional writing.(LC:55-10768) 


Macmillan 


Florinsky, Michael 
INTEGRATED EUROPE? $3.50 

The answer to the question implied in the title would seem to be "No". Dr. 
Florinsky - with a deep rooted conviction that an integrated Europe is the sole answer 
to the Russian menace- here explores the numerous efforts that have been made and failed 
and in summary concludes that only those international institutions attempted in Europe 
with no supranational features proved workable. Thus we have to accept- for the time being 
at least- that cooperation, of which there is great evidence, and not integration is today's 
answer. He feels we have used imagination and exercised flexibility in trying first one 
project, then another in Europe (and wishes the same were true in Asia). The chief value of 
this rather depressing and difficult book lies in the bringing together of not only the 
chief projects (the Marshall Plan, NATO, the steps taken to make Germany a sovereign state 
with a national army) but many others that have proved unworkable, chief among them, the 
Council of Europe, E.D.C., etc. Only military defense has progressed; for the moment po- 
litical and economic integration is unrealistic. A profound student of European affairs, 
Dr. Florinsky has given us a thoughtful assessment, albeit a discouraging one to all who 
feel with him that integration must come. But the book lacks the spark to fire the public. 


eS | 
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Krauss, Helen Maemillan 
GERANIUMS FOR HOME AND GARDEN $4.25 























Companion volume to Begonias for American Homes and Gardens - and a book 
that seems to have less justification. Despite the wide popularity of geraniums, the 
enthusiasm of general public and specialists alike seems to center on a few main class- 
ifications and colors. In this book most horticulturists and all laymen are given 
more than they need to know about groups, nomenclature and color differentiation, and 
perhaps not enough about ordinary, common garden practice culture. Helen Van Pelt 
Wilson's Geraniums published by Barrows in 1946 meets the need very competently. 
Illustrated. 


Maurer, Herrymon & The Macmillan 
Editors of Fortune GREAT ENTERPRISE $4.50 


Taking a sample 50 of America's largest corporations, this is a carefully 

researched attempt to describe the changes in industry from the days of the tycoon 
to the present managerial class- a class all but personally anonymous, enjoying 
relatively limited salaries (few exceed $80,000), and profoundly concerned with their 
own social usefulness. The large corporations today strive to lower consumer prices, 
increase employee benefits, and secure for their investors modest but legitimate re- 
turns. The managers believe that if the worker will cooperate fully with his fellow 
employees and apply his productivity toward the broader welfare of the world, he will 
have found in the large corporation not only a livelihood but a meaning in life. If 
guilty of rare, isolated acts of pure self-interest, the large corporations are pri- 
marily designed to bring the best, to the most,. most cheaply. These corporations 

@ emerge as private welfare states, with their personal profit motive aimed at comfort 
rather than greed. The book ends with some trenchant criticism of advertising tech- 
niques, and an analysis of the Government's misuse of the anti-trust law... Its ap- 
peal will be to young executives, alert business people, and the upper-bracket trend 
in economic thought. 


Stevenson, Elizabeth Macmillan 
HENRY ADAMS $5.-75 





Except to amplify a few points of fact, to deliberate about the man in his 
social and historical perspective, and to make some pungent analysis of his works, 
no one could reasonably hope to write about Henry Adams more capably, more instruc- 
tively than he did himself. Within her necessary limits, Elizabeth Stevenson adds 
her mite. The biography draws upon the best sources; it is energetic, sober, sympa- 
thetic, pleasantly intelligent. However the style is spare to the point of exaggera- 
tion, and not enough attention is given to the personalities who shaped Adams' life. 
One feels that his family heritage, crushing in its nobility and achievements, is 
kept too separate from his emotional and intellectual growth. One also misses a 
forward projection: the delayed effect of Henry Adams upon American thought, and the 
degree in which he embodied the final perfection of the national character... Of 
genuine academic interest, especially teachers, students, and enthusiasts of the 
the intellectual traditions associated with Harvard and Boston. 












November 16 












Harper 


Bromfield, Louis 
ANIMALS AND OTHER PEOPLE $3-50X$3.75 ae 





People who have particularly enjoyed those parts of Bromfield which have to 
do with the animals at Malabar will be enchanted to know that those pieces have been 
brought together in this volume. For the most part the text is identifiable, familiar; 
some of it- for this reader anyhow- was new. Anaimals were people- to the Bromfield 
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family, and one feels this as the personalities come clear. The boxers, particularly Rex, 
Prince, Baby, were sharply individualized; the bulls, even one or more of the cows; the 

pigs (this chapter everyone will remember, so unique it was in the annals of animal records; 

the mongoose; the cats - the relations of the animals to each other and to the people they & 
encountered - all are highlighted by this collection. Two or three chapters are devoted 

to people, again sharply individualized. Since most of this is repeat performance, the 

sales angle will have to be different. For those who know Bromfield only as a novelist, these 

may create a new market. One could wish a more critical editorial blue pencil had been ap- 
plied, for there is a haphazard sense of repetition, not only from story to story- but in 
phraseology within the individual pieces themselves. This won't enhance the literary achiev- 


ment. (LC:55-10689) 
November 17 2.5 
Doubleday 


Carrington, C. E. 
THE LIFE OF RUDYARD KIPLING $5.00 

* A full length, readable and enthusiastic biography of Kipling is directed to 
the hordes of Kipling fans now in their fifties and sixties. And for them the book fails 
only because Carrington, with all his own enthusiasm, cannot quite make Kipling a writer 
for the ages. Perhaps it is his jingoism, which somehow- for many- dates him. But that 
was part of his times; he grew up in an age that took it for granted. And only in a minor 
degree does it color the stories by which he should live. In his day Kipling was the great- 
est of spontaneous best sellers; for two decades his books were consumed, uncritically, by 
boys and men (some women and girls, too!) This lively book is the outgrowth of one boy grown 
into man, and cherishing his admiration. Kipling's only surviving daugnter has given 
Carrington access to papers hitherto unusea, and accepted this life sized pen portrait as 
the authorized biography. The happy early family life in India; the early scnooling in 
Engjland which left such scars - and his later schooling; his return to India as a cub re- 
porter, then back to India as a budding writer (a period partially reflected in The Light & 
That Failed, His marriage to an American had an unhappy aftermath in the four years in 
Vermont which ended in a bitter quarrel with his brother-in-law- and took the Kiplings back 
to England for good. Tragedy came again-twice-in the deaths of his daughter and later, his 
son, in World War I. The man himself comes through, with his remarkable sparkle, enthusiasm, 
sympathy and magnetism. His friends ranged from King George to Cecil Rhodes. He had an un- 
canny capacity for absorbing facts, speech, stories- that might serve him. But with all its 
interest, this is not a deeply penetrating study of Kipling. There is still needed a fine 
psychological study. But for the average reader this provides a sound biography- and should 
take readers back to Kipling. Illustrated with photographs. (LC 355-11329 ) 


Higgins, Marguerite Doubleday 
RED PLUSH AND BLACK BREAD $4.00 

An alert journalistic flair and a Guggenheim fellowship combined to make the 
Herald-Tribune's Maggie Higgins as successful a penetrator of the Iron Curtain as we have 
had. There have been, perhaps, more penetrating analyses, but few have seen as much (she 
travelled some 13,500 miles) or braved as many rebuffs successfully to talk to the little 
people, and to get photographs. She visited not only Moscow, but the Ukraine, Siberia, 
Soviet Central Asia. She visited factories, collective farms, homes. She talked to some 
Key people, including Gromyko. She drew conclusions- not always encouraging ones= about 
the "rift" in the curtain, the "softening” of the policy. She presents her conclusions 
not only in regard to the standard of living (she feels they are still choosing bombs rather 
than bathrooms), the achievements (too many to be ignored), the curiosity about foreigners, 
the suspicion, the leniency towards a small degree of fraternization. But she warns suc- 
cinctly against acceptance of outward pleasantness for inward softening. Russia still aims 
towards priority as a world power. We must still keep the West stronger; we must not expect 
to “win friends -etc."; we must spell out agreements in detail; we must not expect truth or 
consistency; we must not use humanitarian motives as an argument. This is a revealing study. 


(LC 355-11332) 
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November 17 


Henrey, Mrs. Robert Dutton 
MILOU'S DAUGHTER MADELEINE $3.50 


Subtitled "A Sentimental Journey to the South of France" this retraces 
Madeleine's girlhood and the places that were the background of her father, Milou's, 
life. Nice takes up most of her “journey",- with carnival time, the gambling rooms, 
the vanishing olive groves, the opera, and the many, many encounters with strangers, 
visits to friends, and tours of the town and countryside. Next comes Marseilles, 
Nimes, and the mines of Grand' Combe, and then to Paris and some more cemeteries.... 
There are churches and charities, restaurants and dishes, the atmosphere of the midi, 
and the charm of the meridional people, the Mayor of Nice and his family, and all the 
lovely women and delightful men who fill up the memories of an easily fascinated voy- 
ager. For all its breathless enthusiasm, no details are skipped - from haberdashery 
to history, from grandes toilettes to a mouse on the opera stage... Madeleine's audience 
can never criticize for lack of minutiae - her pages are lavishly filled with the 
tiniest of items of a provincial tour. (LC: 55-8346) 


November 18 


Small, Marvin Hawthorn 
THE WORLD'S BEST RECIPES $5 .00 


* I was put off by the title, which seemed to claim too much- and won back by 
the contents. For here "with the co-operation of the world's greatest chefs, cooks 
and recipe makers" Marvin Small has brought together an extraordinarily comprehensive 
assortment of great recipes from a wide selection of the best cookbooks. A quick look 
at the list of contributors picks up such names as Fannie Farmer, Irma Rombauer, 

Marion Flexner, Diane Lucas, Mildred Knopf, Antoinette Page, Stella Standard, Escoffier, 
Diat, M.F.K. Fisher. And a check on the restaurants "tapped" reveals that the Waldorf, 
Lindy's, Sardi's and Luchow's in New York, the Pump Room in Chicago, Antoine in New 
Orleans, Simpson's in London are among those that have yielded some gem. (One could 
quibble over omissions, to be sure, but why quibble when the results certainly com- 
pensate for none of us having space enough for all the cookbooks we want). From 
Appetizers to Beverages- with full meals and all courses in between, this offers prac- 
tical, functional recipes for dishes that are world famous. Illustrated. (LC: 55-10114) 


November 21 


Moats, Alice-Leone Holt 
LUPESCU $3.50 


A rechauffe of that royal romance, that of the not too courtly courtesan, 
Lupescu, and Prince Carol of Roumania, reisies as much on Carol and his unfortunate 
reign for its substance, but depends not at all on her own wishful autobiography for 
its facts. Mrs. Moats, a colloquial and critical commentator, keeps to the known in a 
story often deliberately contradicted and confused; of Lupescu's upgrade (she was born 
one generation removed from the ghetto), her first marriage to an army officer, and her 
calculated introduction to Carol; of his downgrade- the years spent in exile with her 
until he returned to seize the throne from his son. Impulsive, suspicious, fickle, his 
ten year reign proceeded from disorder to disaster (there were 18 Prime Ministers du- 
ring this time); caught between two Fascists, his attempt to appease Hitler failed- 
and finally again in exile- they found security- if a rather ignominious anonymity-in 
Mexico, Brazil and Portugal where he died... Mrs. Moats points the moral that "there 
are no femmes fatales- there are only weak men". Her book may test another maxim- that 
there's nothing so dead as an old love. (LC: 55-10645) 
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November 21 
Norton 


Seagrave, Gordon S. 
MY HOSPITAL IN THE HILLS $3.75 


The author of Burma Surgeon won a host of friends who were shocked at the trav- 
esty of his arrest for treason against the Burmese government he had given most of his life 
to serve, and relieved when he was acquitted. Here is the story of that experience, of 
the incidents leading up to it, the vindication as he returned to the Namkham hospital where 
he again took up the task of caring for the sick, performing amazing operations under try- 
ing conditions, and training native nurses from all the races of Burma. This story is told 
from the time he returns to war-ravaged Burma and the bombed-out hospital after the war. 

It carries through his journeys to various parts of Burma, always serving the people. It 
tells of the political unrest, the confusions following independence, the rebellion sparked 
by bands of insurgents. All is written with the usual calm detachment, objectivity and hon- 
esty that made his earlier books appealing. It is certainly not a literary achievement - 


but it has that sincerity that wins friends. 
November 22 


Bell, Daniel- fd. Criterion 
THE NEW AMERICAN RIGHT $4.00 


In six psycho-socio-politcal essays, independently published and without any 
view to their future assemblage, a new kind of thinking is added to the familiar dimension. 
This thinking rests upon the behavior of "status groups"- that is groups which have emerged 
more recently upon the political scene, and which seek prestige by the imposition of older, 
conservative patterns. Such an approach veers sharply from the accepted methods of polit- 
ical analysis in terms of "the role of the electorate structure, of democratic tradition, 
and of interest groups, sectional or class". McCarthyism, a dead horse which is neverthe- 
less cudgeled- in passing, is treated here mainly as a focus of ideas and a source of il- 
lustration. If there is any identifiable core subject matter- it is to observe how and 
why the right is emerging in ever-stronger forces; the fate of surviving liberals trapped 
between their atandoned past and their agonized isolation in today's body politic; the uses 
of Communism by all other elements to adjust and level off the changing structure of the 
political community...The Authors include the editor, Richard Hofstadter, David Riesman, 
Nathan Glazer, Peter Viereck, Talcott Parsons, and Seymour Martin Lipset. An important 
event among Partisan Review type intellectuals and academic politicos of any brand. 


(LC:55-11024 ) 


Wisbey, Herbert Macmillan 
SOLDIERS WITHOUT SWORDS $4.00 


These are the spirited annals of the Salvation Army since its debarkation in 
New York 75 years ago. Without tears or varnished glory, the record goes back to the 
first convert, known as "Ash-barrel Jimmy", and on to the civic ordinance which originally 
drove the tambourine off the New York city streets and sent its holy clamor to New Jersey, 
Philadelphia, and then west. The internal schisms which brought wreck and ruin to the 
early leaders; the newspaper that was founded; the posters using subpoena forms which lured 
the damned to meetings; the emergence of the doughnut as a halo; the nursing services, 
prison work, shelters for unwed mothers, and countless contributions to human welfare crea- 
ted by the Salvation Army make up its story. This book strikes just the right tone; it has 
all the necessary irreverence- and candor; and aiming at a wide audience- there's enough 
buckshot to hit much of the mark. 


November 28 


Edel, Leon- éd. Farrar, Straus 
THE SELECTED LETTERS OF HENRY JAMES $4.00 


Here is a nosegay of letters- 128 in number- from the voluminous mass of James' 
epistolary output. The editor does not attempt to create a full portrait but these 
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letters are enough to give an aroma of a great literary personality for those who are 
not familiar with the Lubbocks' collection, and some others. Leon Edel is well qualified 
for his task, as he is presently engaged on a full length biography, one volume of which 
= has appeared (reported P. 144- 1953). He is here offering a kind of guide to the types 
of James' letters and some suggestions as to how they should be read. The groups- of 
which there are eight- consist of some tender letters to his family and youthful friends, 
letters of a business nature, letters covering his sad experience with the theatre,letters 
to illustrious contemporaries, and merely gracious social notes. At least half the let- 
ters appear here for the first time in print while many others are here first published 
in full. This makes the book valuable for students desiring the complete record of 
James' writing. But to the ordinary layman the book is peculiarly unsatisfactory. To 
one who knows more of Henry James it adds nothing new; to one unacquainted it barely 
indicates an outline of his complex personality. This book may find itself on college 
library shelves,in the hands of literary scholars,but it is not likely to find a large 
general public. (LC:55-11183) 



















November 28 


Lord, Walter Holt 
A NIGHT TO REMEMBER $3.50 


* Just as Jim Bishop was obsessed for years with the hour by hour happenings 
which he brought together in The Day Lincoln Was Shot, so Walter Lord has -since he 
was ten, some 28 years - absorbed every shred of evidence available on the subject of 
the sinking of the Titanic. And the result is a devastating book, which one reads with 
complete concentration, and from which one emerges with shredded legends. Here is a story 
less than heroic - on the individual score. Here is a moment in time that wrote the end 
of an incredible era of class differentiation. Here is the shattering of confidence in 
the invincibility of the experts. For the Titanic was considered "unsinkable". People 
in First Class were supposedly superior on every level - and some of the qualities that 
emerged were pretty shabby. The band did not play Nearer My God to Thee. And "women 
and children first" meant those in the First Class. The investigations that followed 
called only 3 steerage passengers, and nothing was made of their testimony. There were 
not only too few lifeboats, but most of those that got away were not filled- and almost 
none of them went back for survivors after the [Titanic sank. There were plenty of in- 
dividual cases of heroism; there were incidents of devotion, self sacrifice, endurance. 
Tall stories and legends were born that night- and many of them are punctured. Hour by 
hour- even moment by moment- live again. Illustrated by photographs, many of them never 
before used. Walter Lord,in The Fremantle Diary last year, resurrected another kind of 
portrait of a period. This enforces ones feeling that the past can be resurrected with 
the immediacy of the present. Ladies Home Journal and Reader's Digest may have scooped 
a lot of the market. (LC:55-10643) 













November 29 










Chung, Kyung Cho | Macmillan 
KOREA TOMORROW $5.50 or $6.00 


Not a single subject or phase of all Korea and its 30,000,000 people is 
omitted or even visibly scanted in this present survey. The information is up-to-date, , 
and to all intents without bias, and the cornucopia of detail and documentation render 
the volume an unsurpassed reference work. A partial list of the material contained would 
include geography; natural resources; scenic attractions; history and ethnic origins; 
sports; educational facilities and standards; music, literature, arts and handicrafts; 
agricultural implements, industrial installations; fishing craft; religion; broadcasting; 
telephone and postal systems; customs; labor relations; wild life; law; medicine; economy; 
psychology; archaelogy; and the workings and personalities of government to the south; 
the factions and conflicts in the divided country. The celerity and clean order of com- 
position make the book intensely readable, and there are charts, photos, tables of trans- 
literations. An indispensable item, particularly for libraries. 
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November ?? 


Binns, Archie Crown s 
MRS. FISKE AND THE AMERICAN THEATRE $5.00 


Mrs. Fiske, for the major part of her life, was the embodiment of the American 
theatre. Born into it, she was a child actress at three, and won her laurels for two dec- 
ades in parts that scarcely touched her greatness. With her marriage (a second one, this 
time to Harrison Grey Fiske) she thought to abandon the theatre. But the call was too 
strong, and she went back to become- against fearful odds- the first lady of the stage. 

She fought the theatre trust that almost strangled actors, playwrights and producers; she 
found her own playwrights, contributed mightily to re-writing, producing, staging her plays. 
She was a barnstormer par excellence. She served causes close to her heart with selfless 
championship. She was born poor and died poor, but still a stalwart fighter for the best. 
All of this- with full roster of her plays, bad with the good- comes out. What fails to 
come through is the magic of her personality, the charm that made her irresistible, the un- 
derlying motives that made her marriage, her closest human relationships, aride Anyone who 
attempted to get past the armor of her reserves would know how difficult this penetration 
would be. Perhaps this biography is the best that could be done. Certainly it belongs as 
one vital panel in the history of American theatre. (LC:55-10173) 


Funk & Wagnalls 


Lyons, Barrow 
TOMORROW'S BIRTHRIGHT $5.00 


Again a student of public affairs cries havoc over our national waste of our 
physical wealth in natural resources. This book, as up to date as possible, still seems, 
confronted with the potentialities disclosed at the Geneva Atoms-for-Peace conference, 
already outdated, in its long range calculations. This is not to detract from the conv- * 


incing economic data and social appraisal, nor the penetration of the country's political 
trends, agricultural and utilities growth, the standards of individual maturity. Espe- 
cially in sections such as the TVA, the author penetrates brilliantly the national fabric. 
He writes of our wealth in soils, water, forests, metals, minerals, coal, power and other 
forms of energy, including atomic. He exposes disastrous exploitation but describes also 
the advances in technology and science. He pleads for realistic appraisal and realistic 
planning. Until the atomic-oriented economist of tomorrow writes in terms of reactor 
civilization and intergalactic resettlement, the pleas of a sound investigator and student 


such as Barrow Lyons must be accepted at face value, 


Sharp, Paul F. , University of Minnesota Press 
WHOOP- UP COUNTRY: The Canadian American West, 1865-1885 $5.00 


A prairie profile traces the changing face of the borderland that now stretches 
along Highway 91 from Great Falls, Montana to Calgary. Now the scene of settled commerce, 
agriculture and ranching, Whoop-Up country eighty-five years ago was pioneer land, the 
stage for new settlements, for brisk trade in whiskey, guns and furs, for rivalries, rob- 
beries and Indian wars and for Law and Order. Mr. Sharp brings these variegated activities 
and their backgrounds into good focus in his narrative. Post Civil War economic exploita- 
tion saw Forts Benton and Whoop-up as bustling centers. Notorious for the whiskey trade 
it harbored, Whoop-up deserved its name; but there were other factors involved. The Hudson's 
Bay Company, the Northwest Fur Company and the American Fur Company each struggled to assert 
rights in a debatable region. Sioux and Blackfeet Indians resented intrusions and in turn 
intruded and there is detailed chronology of Sitting Bull's flight and its aftermath. The 
Northwest Mounted Police, formed largely to bring order to the vicinity, did their job with 
remarkable efficiency though Mr. Sharp is at pains to point out that the stereotype of Good 
Men and Bad Men does not represent what actually happened. Readably discursive, the book * 
outlines a once homogeneous region whose division into two separate countries should interest 


both Canadians and Americans. (LC:55-11710) 
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Blum, Daniel Grosset & Dunlap 
A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE SILENT SCREEN $4.95 


This is a reissue at half the price of the book originally published by 
Putnam in 1953. Over 3000 photographs - with running commentary, year by year, brings 
back the full panorama with nostalgic effect for those of us who go back to the days 
when--. From the nickelodeons and the peephole films, through the great achievements 
such as The Birth of a Nation and the sensational successes of the vampires and the 
serials - down to the beginnings of the talkies which, between 1926 and 1929 wrote 
finis to the silent screen. Fun to look through - and it has its surprises. 


Aiken, Conrad Oxford 
A LETTER FROM LI PO 4nd Other Poems $3.50 


In this small volume of seven poems, Aiken has achieved a new maturity of 
thought and purity of technique. Always gifted with a wonderfully musical ear and 
capacity for melodious writing, he often labored under too heavy a gift of words. 
His prolixity as well as his obscurity made many of his former works a disappoint- 
ment. Not so in this volume. Here he knows what he wants to say and how to say it. 
He remains a virtuoso of words while adding lucidity and depth to thought. ~ The 
title poem is a profound and beautiful statement of the function of poetry. and the 
poet - as great a statement as has been made in recent years. There is in it an 
ineffable quality of music and color as well as philosophy. If one function of 
poetry is to enchant and cast a spell, this volume fulfills that role as none other- 
in this reader's opinion - in many years. It combines exquisite brush pictures of 
his beloved Cape Cod with profoundly moving undertones. This is a book of modern 
verse Americans can be proud of, a high point in our generation. (LC: 55-9706) 


Munsterberg, Hugo Chas. E. Tuttle-Rutland, Vt. 
THE LANDSCAPE PAINTING OF CHINA AND JAPAN $7.50 


The author of this fascinating study of landscape painting in China and its 
influence upon a kindred art in Japan is well qualified to explain a highly special- 
ized art to the West. His book is written in an easy, agreeable style and its 100 
odd illustrations are carefully chosen from representative collections in not only 
America (the oriental departments of our leading museums) but China and Japan as well. 
These exquisite illustrations point up clearly certain guiding principles explained 
in the text. There is a basic difference in approach between the masters of land- 
scape painting in the East and the West, and again a significant difference between 
the masters of a similar art in China and Japan. The Chinese painters were students 
of- for the most part- Taoist philosophy and sought to paint the essence of a parti- 
cular tree, mountain, rock or waterfall. Man when he appeared at all was reduced 
in stature. Chinese painters were, more often than not, scholars or court officials, 
even one Emperor. The similarities of landscape painting in Japan are analyzed- 
and the differences as the highly stylized art of the colored wood print developed, 
and by 1574-1614 the Japanese artists were using a decorative style which became the 
medium for screen painting and decorations on the sliding panels of the houses... 

A much more extensive and better informed study than Michener's The Floating World, 
which was definitely keyed to lay interest, this will delight the professional artist 
and inspire students. A book many libraries will need for their art book collection. 


(LC: 55-10624 ) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Harris, B.K.- KAREN'S NURSERY SCHOOL PROJECT- definite date 9/26 (Messner) 

Hobart, Lois- KATIE AND HER CAMERA- definite date 9/26 (Messner) 

Raftery, Gerald- TWENTY-DOLLAR HORSE- definite date 9/26 (Messner) 

Williams, F.L.- WELCOME TO DUNECREST- definite date 9/26 (Messner) 

Day, Beth- AMERICA'S FIRST COWGIRL- definite date 9/26 (Messner ) 

Graham, Shirley- BOOKER T. WASHINGTON- definite date 9/26 (Messner) 

Sootin, Harry- ISAAC NEWTON- definite date 9/26 (Messner) 

Baker, A.- &d.-THE TALKING TREE AND OTHER STORIES- from 10/5 to 10/12 
(Lippincott) 

Norris & Lumn- KIM OF KOREA- definite date 10/10 (Messner) 

Rosevear, Marjorie- THE SECRET COWBOY- definite date 10/10 (Messner) 

Du Jardin, Re- SHOWBOAT SUMMER- from 10/5 to 10/12 (Lippincott) 

Garthwaite, M.- YOU JUST NEVER KNOW- definite date 10/10 (Messner) 

Baker, R.- ANGEL OF MERCY= from 10/10 to 10/26 (Messner) 

Franken, Rose- INTIMATE STORY- from 9/22 to 10/20 (Doubleday) 

Cost, March- THE UNKNOWN ANGEL- from 10/5 to 10/12 (Lippincott) 

Uris, Leon- THE ANGRY HILLS- from 10/7 to 10/14 (Random House) 

Lockridge, F. & R.- 4ds.-CRIME FOR TWO- from 10/12 to 10/26 (Lippincott) 

Keller, Helen- TEACHER- from 9/22 to 10/13 (Doubleday) 

Spectorsky, A. C.- THE EXURBANITES- from 10/5 to 10/26 (Lippincott) 

Coatsworth, Elizabeth- CHERRY ANN AND THE DRAGON HORSE- definite price $2.00 

(Macmillan) 

Komroff, M.- JULIUS CAESAR- from 10/10 to 10/17 (Messner) 

Schoor, G.- THE LEO DUROCHER STORY- definite date 10/10 (Messner) 

O'Connor, Edwin- THE LAST HURRAH- postponed to 1956 (Little, Brown- A.M.P.) 
Parsons, Denys- NOTHING BRIGHTENS THE GARDEN LIKE PRIMROSE PANTS- from 10/3 
to 10/24 (Hanover House) 

Lamb, Harold- NEW FOUND WORLD- from 10/20 to 11/3 (Doubleday) 
Gray, Maj. Gen. C.- RAILROADING IN EIGHTEEN COUNTIES- definite date 10/28. 
Definite price $5.00. (Scribner) 
Rasky, F.- ROY ROGERS- from 10/10 to 11/7 (Messner) 
Babson, Naomi Lane- ANOTHER SKY- postponed to 1956 (Harcourt, Brace) 
Sandoz, M.- MISS MORISSA- from 10/19 to 10/25 (McGraw-Hill) 
Barry, Jane- THE LONG MARCH- definite date 10/21 (Appleton-Century) 
Eyre, Katherine W.- THE LUTE AND THE GLOVE- definite date 10/20 
(Appleton-Century ) 
Hamilton, Marguerite- Title from SHOES FOR NANCY to RED SHOES FOR NANCY- 
from 10/5 to 10/26 (Lippincott) 
Knoerr & Lutjen- PROSPECTING FOR ATOMIC MINERALS- from 10/10 to 10/19 
(McGraw-Hill) 
Rosenfield, Joe, Jr.- THE HAPPIEST MAN IN THE WORLD- price from $2.95 to 
$3.85 (Doubleday) 
Wallace, Robert- LIFE AND LIMB- from 10/13 to 11/3 (Doubleday) 
Uris, A.- DEVELOPING YOUR EXECUTIVE SKILLS- from 10/19 to 10/28 (McGraw-Hill) 
Erratum: Cardus, N.- KATHLEEN FERRIER- page number should read 579. 
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RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT 
Edited by Dr. & Mrss Kenneth D. Miller 


Spicer, Dorothy Gladys- £d. Association Press 
CHILDREN'S PRAYERS FROM OTHER LANDS $1.75 


This is a collection of a hundred prayers gathered from twenty one countries. 
It is intended for use with, and by, children from eight to ten years of age- to cher- 
ish as their own, to listen to, to read and to remember. This will be a valuable 
source book for those responsible for creating in children the habit of prayer whether 
in the home or in the Church School. (10/10 LC: 55-9108) 


Shergold, William J. Oxford 
A DEVOTIONAL COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE $3.50 


D.B. For many years Dr. Shergold has conducted a correspondence course on the 
Oxford Bible for lay preachers in the Congregational Church of England and Wales. 

In this book the expository notes which Dr. Shergold has distributed month by month 
are put in permanent form for wider use. This is not a commentary for reference use, 
but rather a devotional and inspirational interpretation of the great books and pass- 
ages of the Bible. Beautifully written and gracious in spirit, these notes will be 
found very helpful in the devotional life of those who love their Bible. (10/20) 


Brunner, Emil Westminster 
THE GREAT INVITATION $3.00 


transjated from the German by Harold Knight 


Emil Brunner is so well known as a theologian that the fact is often lost 
sight of that he is also a preacher who occupies the historic pulpit of the ¥rau- 
munster in Zurich. This is the first volume of Brunner's sermons to be published, as 
all of his other books have been theological studies. As is the case with other 
theologians, the nature of Brunner's message and his theological emphases are more 
clearly revealed in his sermons than in his scholarly works. For here he is address- 
ing himself to the laity and must perforce speak in a language they can understand. 
These twenty-two sermons are characteristically continental in their nature. They are 
expository, designed to elucidate the meaning of the Word of God to individual Christ- 
ians. The absence of illustrations from literature and contemporary life must strike 
the American reader and make of these sermons solid but rewarding reading. 


(11/7 Le: 55-8594) 


Croxall, T.H., ed. and translator Westminster 
MEDITATIONS FROM KIERKEGAARD $3.00 


D.B. Kierkegaard, the great Danish theologian, has been rediscovered during re- 
cent decades, and is now often quoted by contemporary theologians. But Kierkegaard 

was more than a great theologian, he was a great Christian. This new translation of 
some of his meditations reveals the depth of the man's soul, as other writings testify 
to the keenness of his mind. For the most part, these selections are from the hitherto 
untranslated Papirer. They should be read unhurriedly and not in accordance with any 
fixed schedule. It is a book to be dipped into now and then, with the selections 
thought over and prayed over. A rewarding book for those who would cultivate the 


devotional life. (11/7 IC: 55-8596) 
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Westminster 
CHRISTIANITY AND SYMBOLISM $4.50 


This book is from the pen of one who has served for five years on the faculty 
of the Episcopal Theological Seminary at Cambridge. This particular study arose out of 
the writer's primary interest in the doctrine of the Sacraments as it has been developed 
within the Christian tradition,-Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and Protestant. He has en- 
deavored to clarify the meaning of the sacraments in Christian history and today by a 
study of man's use of symbols throughout history. Accordingly, he examines in consider- 
able detail the symbolism of nature, time and language, symbolic persons and symbolic 
action and, finally, water symbclism and Christian baptism and the symbolism of sacri- 
fice and the Eucharist. Finding that symbols were developed.in an economy when men were 
close to nature, the author deals with the problem of making ancient symbols meaningful 
in our urbanized, mechanized civilization, with the suggestion the modern conditions may 
necessitate the creation of new symbols more meaningful to modern men. A thoughtful pres- 
entation of a subject in which there is marked revival of interest. Professor Dillistone's 
approach is objective and non-sectarian. (11/7 LC: 55-8598) 


Dillistone, F. W. 


Stauffer, Ethelbert Westminster 
CHRIST AND THE CAESARS $4.50 


A series of historical studies dealing with the relation of Christ and his 
followers in the early Christian Church to the then ruling Caesars. The story of the 
inevitable conflict of the way of the Christ and the way of the Caesars is graphically 
illustrated by historical vignettes of the interaction of Christian influences and the 
ruling Caesars and imperial personages in the early Christian era:- Caesar Augustus, | 
Julius Caesar, Cleopatra, Nero, Vespasian, Domitian, Diocletian and Constantine. Finally, 
the conservative role of the Church in the face of the decline and fall of the Roman 
Empire is depicted. Throughout these studies emphasis is placed upon those qualities of 
the Christian faith which enabled it to withstand opposition and persecution and, finally, 
"to stand upright amid the ruins of the world". Of primary interest to church historians, 
but also replete with illustrative material applicable to the present-day situation. 


(11/7 LC: 55-7708) 


Hallett, Paul H. World 
WHAT IS CATHOLICITY? $3.50 


One of the editors of The Register,the well known Catholic newspaper, has en- 
deavored in this book to set forth the essential genius of the Roman Catholic Church. 
He covers a vast amount of territory in the book, and, on the whole, maps the ground 
covered by the Catholic Church with sufficient clarity to enable the non-theologian and 
even the non-Catholic to find his way to the core of Catholicism. He proceeds from the 
premise that the key to an understanding of "Catholicity” is to be found in the Catholic 
concept of the nature of truth and of the source of authority. Accordingly, he devotes 
considerable space to an exposition of the teaching of Thomas Aquinas from which Catholic 
dogma stems and to the twin sources of Catholic authority, the Scriptures and Tradition. 
Catholic practices which raise so many questions among non-Catholics can only be under- 
stood in the light of fixed Catholic principles. Hence, the Catholic attitude towards 
marriage and divorce, education, Church-State relations, tolerance of other religions, 
the veneration of the Virgin Mary and other moot questions could not be other than it is, 
the Church being what it is. The author maintains that most of the opposition to the 
Catholic Church would disappear “if those who mistrust her would question themselves: 
'Why does she act like this? Are the principles on which she proceeds sound? By the 
pragmatic test, has she shown her power? '". Hallett proceeds to answer these questions, 
apparently confident that there is no wide-spread disagreement with the principles on 
which the Roman Catholic Church proceeds. But for those whose criticism goes to the 
heart of Catholicism, the very clarity of this exposition and the dogmatic and uncompro- 
mising fashion in which it is presented may have the result of kindling controversy 
rather than stilling it. In any event it is a book which should have a wide reading. 


(10/24 LC: 55-8253) 





